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Walton & The Trimleys County & Town Councillor Report for
October 2026
During the month October, the following have been achieved:
1. We had the Radiation Monitoring Unit set up at Brackenbury Sports Centre in Felixstowe.  This was the first of its kind to be held in England where the team that is activated to decontaminate a large volume of people should we have a catastrophic event were tested.  The test involved the decontamination team, Fire & Rescue Service and Emergency Medical Services all under the control of the Joint Emergency Planning Unit (JEPU) working to remove radiation from a large volume of casualties should an incident like this happen in Suffolk.  The report on how this test and trial went is still to be seen, however, we now know that should there be an incident at Sizewell – Brackenbury Sports Centre will be the location that this decontamination will take place.

2. Trimley St Mary Restricted Byway (Gun Lane) 003 (part) – From High Road, Trimley St Martin for 630metres south westbound is going to be temporarily closed between 04/01/2027 to 04/03/2027.  In the interests of public safety, the Restricted Byway is closed for resurfacing works.
3. Devolution discussions have been proceeding and this will be discussed along with the paper being delivered at the Suffolk County Council Cabinet Meeting on Tuesday 10th October.  The options will be to proceed and look at planning for a Mayor Strategic Authority (MSA) over Suffolk & Norfolk, or Suffolk deciding to not wish for the MSA to proceed and then Suffolk & Norfolk will still become a Combined Authority as the Government has detailed without a Mayor.  The delivery of this paper can be watched on the SCC live stream in the chamber on that day from 2.30pm.
4. The Poppy appeal is now underway by the Royal British Legion with services throughout the towns and county proceeding during this coming week.

5. It was announced during October that our Suffolk Fire Chief Jon Lacey will be stepping down from his role and retiring, there will be a short interim period where the Deputy Fire Chief Henry Griffin will be covering this role before the recruitment process takes place for a replacement.

6. The Government has given a vote of confidence to Suffolk’s progress on SEND reform. Suffolk’s plans to improve support for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) have received Government approval. The decision means Suffolk can now move forward with a new programme of reform designed to provide support earlier, strengthen inclusion in mainstream schools, and improve outcomes for children and young people across the county. In addition, the Government has also agreed to write-off 90% of historic SEND debt in the county. This amounts to £148million.
7. Suffolk residents are urged to check flood risk and prepare ahead for winter. Suffolk County Council supported the Environment Agency's Flood Action Week (from 12 October 2026), which aimed to raise awareness of flood risk and encourage people to prepare and have a plan in place. Suffolk residents are also encouraged to make themselves aware of their responsibilities on their property, and the things that they can do to reduce the impacts of flooding. As climate change brings more frequent periods of intense rainfall, flooding is becoming an increasing risk across the country, as many Suffolk communities experienced during Storm Babet in October 2023.  The Environment Agency stated that “6.3 million properties in England sit in areas at risk of flooding. And as our climate keeps changing, that risk keeps growing. Between April 2025 and March 2026 alone, we issued over 3,400 flood alerts, around 1,000 flood warnings, and 3 severe flood warnings.” Suffolk County Council continues to support communities through its role as Lead Local Flood Authority. Alongside Suffolk Highways' programme of maintaining more than 150,000 highway gullies, the council is securing funding and delivering projects that help reduce the impact of flooding on residents, businesses and critical infrastructure. This includes natural flood management schemes, developed with farmers and landowners, that slow the flow of water through the landscape and reduce flood risk for downstream communities – for example a number of recent projects are underway in Debenham, which felt the impact of Storm Babet. Suffolk County Council, in partnership with Norfolk County Council, has also pioneered the Reclaim The Rain project - testing new ways of managing and harnessing water in small rural locations, including projects with Boxford Village Hall and Little Blakenham Village Hall.
There are a number of resources available online:

· Maintenance of ditches and other watercourses - responsibility often lies with the landowner

· Highway drainage in Suffolk - find out when gullies near you are due to be attended

· Flood Smart Living Handbook – advice, guidance and measures you can take to reduce the risk of flooding

· Flood risk checker – find out if your property is at risk of flooding using the Environment Agency national mapping

· Report a flood in Suffolk - how to report a flood problem and what will happen after you've reported the problem

I am fully aware of the issues that we have on the roads in Trimley St. Martin and we will keep reporting these until they are all hopefully resolved.
8. Suffolk County Council has approved a full planning application for highway improvements on the A12 worth around £63 million. The works will take place between the A12/A14 Seven Hills Junction and the Woods Lane junction north of Woodbridge. The plans feature significant upgrades to the 6.8 mile stretch to improve transport connectivity, journey times, safety, and accessibility for all users, including motorists, cyclists, pedestrians, and public transport passengers. A key feature will be to turn the road from single carriageway to dual carriageway between the two junctions with the B1438 and the B1079. The council’s Development and Regulation Committee gave unanimous approval today (Tuesday October 20) to the scheme. The council will now formally submit its business case to the Department for Transport (DfT) and, subject to DfT approval, work may start around autumn 2027. If approved by DfT, central Government will provide up to £54.067m, with the remainder coming from developers and the county council.
9. You are no doubt aware, however it may be of benefit to pass on the information to the constituents about the Community Self-Help Scheme that was developed with town and parish councils across Suffolk. It responds to their request to do more to improve their local areas by carrying out small maintenance tasks that Suffolk Highways doesn’t have the resources to complete. Because of budget limits, Suffolk County Council must focus its spending on keeping the road network safe for everyone. This means we can’t always do the extra work that councils would like to help make their communities look better. Our goal is to clearly explain what Suffolk Highways can and can’t do, so communities can decide if they want to take part in the Community Self-Help Scheme.  Please use the following link to see what this scheme can offer including materials and training in some instances.

Community Self-Help Scheme Quick Guide
For constituents that wish to get in contact with myself, my email address is tristan.gale@suffolk.gov.uk and is the preferred method of contact, phone number is 07860 910565 which is a SCC phone that is not always monitored.
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